THE    MEMOIRS    OF
a townsman made an outcry at receiving from him a spurious
sovereign, and> a second counterfeit being found on his
person, he was arrested and committed for trial upon a
charge of uttering counterfeit coins. At the next Assizes he
was found guilty and sentenced to twelve months' imprison-
ment with hard labour.
In the eighteen-twenties, although prison treatment was
severe to harshness, its discipline did not include the banning
of free speech between prisoners. Rashleigh was set to the
tasks of picking oakum and beating hemp in the company
of other criminals, many of whom were experts in crime.
In their perverse vanity these old hands boasted of their
achievements in the past, and detailed their plans for future
coups when liberty should be theirs again. Rashleigh speedily
became a humble and eager disciple, studying assiduously
all that he could learn of the art and craft of crime. At the
end of his term he was released, and walked out of prison a
master-craftsman of his illegal trade, anxious to put to prac-
tical tests the theoretical knowledge which he had acquired*
His immediate plan of action had long been mature in his
mind. An old cracksman had told him of a jeweller's shop in
the city of Winchester which could be easily and profitably
rifled, and the two had agreed to make the attempt together
as soon as his informant was released. Confident of his
capacity, Rashleigh decided to commit the robbery single-
handed, without waiting for his associate, and on his release
proceeded immediately to London, where he converted into
cash such possessions as he had left there in store. He next
went to an address given him by a fellow-prisoner and pur-
chased a full equipment of burglar's tools. These he packed
into a bag with a complete change of clothing, and without
delay took coach to Winchester. There he put up at a small
inn on the outskirts of the town, and after eating dinner^
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